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 GEOLOGY 311--PALEOBIOLOGY 
 Spring, 2002 
 
REQUIRED TEXT: Benchley & Harper, PALAEOECOLOGY, First Edition 
 
INSTRUCTOR: George  Stanley    e-mail: fossil@selway.umt.edu  
 
OFFICE: Science Complex 302  TELEPHONE: 243-5693 
 
Chapter 
Date      Lecture/Subject             Assignments   Practicals  
 
Jan. 29 Introduction to the course  -       
3 Introduction continued       1      
 
Feb 05 Ancient Environments & biotas      2 
 
07 "  "         2  
 
 
12 Taphonomy & fossil preservation    3  
 
14                Taphonomy lab 
 
 
19 Taphonomy continued        3 
 
21 Functional morphology       4 
 
 
26   "  "     4 
 
28   Fossils & paleoenvironments      6 
 
 
Mar. 05 "  "         6 
 
07   Communities & their recognition  7 
 
 
12 "  "     7  
 
     14                   Benthic lab     
                     
        
19 SPRING BREAK–no class meeting      
   
 
21 SPRING BREAK–no class meeting                           
           
26             Benthic cont. 
 
28 Ancient reef Communities  Stanley TBA 
 
 
Apr. 02 Photosymbiosis and reefs  Wood TBA 
           
04 Living reefs & the future Hallock TBA          
 
09         Ancient reefs 
 
11 Paleobiogeography    8  
 
 
16 Fossils & exotic  terranes  8   
 
18 Terrane/biota exercise   TBA 
 
 
23 Evolutionary paleoecology      9 
 
25 "   "   "   "    9 
 
 
30 Mass extinction        p. 321-351   
 
 
May 02 Terrestrial ecosystems   10 
 
07 Panel presentations    TBA 
 
09 Panel presentations continued  TBA 
 
 
13 FINAL EXAM 1:10-3:10 
 
Basis for grading: 
 
Homework/short quizzes    20% 
 
Practical exercises     20% 
 
Term paper & classroom presentations 20% 
 
Final exam      30% 
 
Field trip (weekend TBA)    10% 
 
 
 
